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1.0 METEOROLOGICAL SITUATION
1.1. SYNOPTIC SITUATION
The average surface position of the ITD lies over southern Mauritania, central Mali and central Niger. Dry and stable atmosphere prevailed to the north of the ITD with dust haze patches observed mostly over Mauritania and Algeria. On the other hand, rain and thunderstorms prevailed to the south of the ITD.

1.2 WEATHER   SUMMARY   FOR THE   GAMBIA 
Variably cloudy, warm and humid atmosphere prevailed, with mainly isolated thunderstorms and rain.

 1.3 WEATHER   OUTLOOK FOR THE NEXT DEKAD (011th  – 20th September 2014)
Variably cloudy, humid and warm atmosphere combined with scattered thunderstorms and moderate or heavy rains with occasionally strong wind is expected to prevail over the country during the dekad.

2.0 AGROMETEOROLOGICAL SITUATION
2.1 RAINFALL SITUATION
 Rainfall situation in this dekad across the country showed some improvements in the Western Third where, dekadal totals varied from 68.5mm (highest) over Kerewan to 37.6mm over Sibanor. In the Middle Third dekadal totals varied between 20.8mm (highest) over Kaur to 4.8mm over Jenoi, while in the Eastern Third dekadal totals were 38.0mm and 16.9mm over Basse and Fatoto respectively. (Figure 1a).
This situation shows that the Middle Third of the country is lacking behind in this dekad.Seasonal rainfall amounts recorded as of 1st September showed significant varying figures. In the Eastern Third seasonal totals were 650.4mm (highest) over Basse and 564.6mm over Fatot. In the Middle Third, Sapu recorded the highest of 448.0mm while Janjanbureh has the lowest seasonal total of 260.0mm. In the Western Third, Sibanor recorded 669.0mm highest nationwide while Banjul recorded 334.6mm. 
[image: image3.emf]-16.5


-16


-15.5


-15


-14.5


-14


1


3


1


3


.


5


Yundum  


Kerewan 


Jenoi


Kaur 


Basse 


Sibanor 


Janjangbureh


Serekunda


Fatoto


Sapu 


Banjul 


4


1


4


2


4


3


4


4


4


5


4


6


4




-16.5 -16 -15.5 -15 -14.5 -14

13

13.5

Yundum  

Kerewan 

Jenoi

Kaur 

Basse 

Sibanor 

Janjangbureh

Serekunda

Fatoto

Sapu 

Banjul 

4 14 24 34 44 54 64


    Figure 1a: Rainfall dekadal totals 1st –10th September 2014.
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 Figure 1b: Rainfall Seasonal totals from May 1st 2014 – September10th 2014.

2.2 RAINFALL COMPARISMS
The Country average as of 10th September 2014, stood at 458.1mm, 43% below the country average of last year (10th September 2013; 808.2mm), and 30% below the long term mean (1981-2010; 30 year period: 655.2mm). Seasonal rainfall totals for individual regions show that only Sibanor in (West Coast Region), and Basse (Upper River Region) has recorded a surplus of 69.6mm and 99.4mm respectively against last year during the same time and  all stations are in deficit compared to the long term mean 1981_2010 depicting an abnormality in the rainfall trend in this year’s rainy season  (table l).  

Table 1: 2014 seasonal rainfalls as of August 31st2014, compared to that of last year and the long term mean (1981_2010).

	Station Name
	Seasonal total for 1st dekad September 2014 
	Seasonal total for 1st dekad September 2013
	Dekadal normal for 1st Dekad September  in 30 years period 1981_2010
	Deficit or surplus for 2014 and 2013 1st dekad of September comparisons
	Deficit or surplus for 2014  compared to the Normal  1981_2010

	
	
	
	
	Deficit
	Surplus
	Deficit
	Surplus

	Yundum Airport
	533.6
	1050.3
	689.0
	-516.7
	
	-155.4
	

	Sibanor
	669.0
	599.4
	-
	
	+69.6
	-
	-

	Jenoi
	402.3
	806.9
	842.4
	-404.6
	
	-440.1
	

	Banjul
	334.6
	972.5
	635.9
	-637.9
	
	-301.3
	

	Kerewan
	434.8
	778.0
	632.7
	-343.2
	
	-298.1
	

	Kaur
	284.0
	623.7
	594.3
	-339.7
	
	-310.0
	

	Janjanbureh
	260.4
	877.6
	638.1
	-612.2
	
	-377.7
	

	Sapu
	448.0
	1385.9
	663.2
	-937.9
	
	-215.2
	

	Basse
	650.4
	823.1
	663.2
	-172.7
	
	-12.8
	

	Fatoto
	564.6
	465.2
	665.3
	
	+99.4
	-100.7
	


2.3 Temperature


Average temperatures in this dekad, like in the past dekad varied slightly across the country, fluctuating between 27oC and 28oC countrywide. Maximum temperatures were between 32.50C lowest in the dekad over Yundum Airport in the Western Third and 34.40C highest over Kaur in the Middle Third of the country. Minimum temperatures fluctuated between 22.4oC over Banjul to 23.9oC over Yundum Airport both in the Western Third of the country.
2.4 Winds

Winds were light, moderate, and strong across the country. In the Western Third, wind seed varied between 7.2km/h over Banjul to 46.4km/h over Yundum, recorded winds in the Middle Third were 5.7Km/h lowest over Janjanbureh to 31.3Km/h highest over Sapu during the dekad. In the Eastern Third 11.6km/h was recorded over Fatoto while 20.5km/h was recorded over Basse. However there were no reports of structural damages in the dekad
	


2.5 Sunshine Duration

Sunshine duration varied slightly during the dekad, figures recorded were 5.4hours over Fatoto to 7hours of sunshine duration over Yundum and Kaur respectively.

2.6 Relative Humidity

Average relative humidity across the country continued to be high over 95% across the country and the / lowest average relative humidity was over50%. Except for Basse that recorded 33%. This shows there is still enough moisture content in the atmosphere. Coupled with high temperatures this situation is ideal for rainfall occurrences but a continued recipe for malaria and unfavorable for asthmatic patients.   
3.0 Hydrological Situation
N/A
4.0 AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

WEST COAST REGION
The Agricultural situation in this region in this dekad shows little difference from the last dekad. Major field activities continued to be weeding, transplanting of rice for inland valleys. Crop phonological stages vary also. Early sown maize are at tasselling and cob formation while late planted maize are at advanced tillering stage, Early millet is at panicle initiation but late sown ones are at tillering, while late millet is tillering. Early sown groundnuts are flowering and pegging or bud formation while late sown ones are at ramification stages. Some rice fields are tillering, some are at advanced tillering stages. Early sown cowpea are at ramification stages while late sown ones are at emergence stages.
NORTH BANK REGION
Most crops in this region are at their reproductive stages (Groundnuts, early planted upland rice, early millet, maize, early planted cowpea); transplanting is still in progress for lowland rice, water melon. Sesame is at vegetative stage. Weeding has been completed for groundnut and early millet. Pest report indicate some isolated blister beetles in Farafenni affecting some early millet fields, there are also reports of the appearance in large numbers of the quella quella birds in Salikenni causing fear among farmers that these birds might affect their rice fields during reproductive stage.
LOWER RIVER REGION

As the rainy season progresses, crops are also growing gradually from one stage to another. In this Region, Early millet is booting in some areas particularly in Kiang West, Jarra west and Jarra central. Some cowpea and groundnut fields have started flowering in areas such as Kiang central, Kiang west, Jarra east, Jarra central. Maize crops are tasseling in Jarra east and some parts of Kiang east. Weeding is in progress for all crops

CENTRAL RIVER REGION NORTH

Agricultural situation in this region is promising especially for early millet and Maize all at flowering stages in places like Sukuta and Barajally. Early sowed groundnuts are flowering and doing well, second weeding is in progress for late sown groundnut crops but these crops are not very impressive. Transplanting of lowland rice is still in progress while upland rice is at vegetative stage. Cowpea is at different growth stages some are at early vegetative stages while others are at flowering stages.

CENTRAL RIVER REGION SOUTH
            N/A
UPPER RIVER REGION

As the rainy season started in this Region earlier than in other parts of the country, it is not surprising that some crops in this region are at maturity stages. There is green harvesting for maize and early maturing groundnut varieties. Most crops are at reproductive stages, however, some farmers are still engaged in weeding activity. Some leaf eating and fruit boring insects were reported in some vegetable gardens especially the Kundam Youth Garden.

4.1 COMMODITY PRICES
N/A
4.2 CROP PROTECTION
PESTS AND DISEASES

This dekad is not very different from the previous dekad in terms of pest and disease incidence and severity. However, some different and or additional pests were observed during the reviewed period. This was partially due to the downpour realised in some areas followed by late planting of some crops, which could influencepestoccurrence and severity. 

In this respect, the scenario of pest and disease outbreaksin The Gambia for the current dekad is as follows: 
INSECTS

Kombo North District in West Coast Region (WCR): Armyworms(Spodoptera sp.)continued to destroy particularly the maize crop in few areas. Control measures were taken against the insects in some areas while fewer efforts were applied to control them in other areas.

Kombo East District, WCR: Armyworms were observed on natural vegetation at very low density and not much was done to manage them.

Lower Fulladu West District in Central River Region (CRR):  Blister beetles were noticed on millet in most parts of the Region.  Although the outbreak was severe, no effectiveaction was applied to manage the problem.

Niamina District in CRR:  Hairy caterpillars(Amsacta moloneyi)were noticed destroying millet plants in some parts of this district. Despite the seriousness of the outbreak, insufficient action was taken to control the insects.

BIRDS
Foni Brefet District, WCR: The African grey hornbills (Tockus nasutus), locally known as Killakoo in Mandinka language) were also observed destroying germinating seeds in some fields, resulting in low plant population.
Kiang Central District in lower River Region (LRR):Bushfowls(Francolinus sp.), locally known as Woloo in Mandinka language have been seen feeding on geminating rice. Damages were not very significant and no big efforts were taken to control them.

WEEDS
Wild rice species (Oryza longistaminata and Oryza barthii) and sedges (Cyperus spp.) are still furiously competing with rice in the infested ecologies, whereas sedges and many and diverse weed species are causing a lot of damage to crops in both lowland and upland areas. 

DISEASES
No disease of significant importance was reported or noticed anywhere in the country during the dekade in question.

4.3 LIVESTOCK
N/A
4.4 FISHERIES
N/A
5.0 NATIONAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT AGENCY (NDMA)
N/A
6.0 NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT AGENCY (NEA)
N/A
Banjul September 13th 2014
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